
 

 

Transboundary screening undertaken by the Planning Inspectorate (the 
Inspectorate) on behalf of the Secretary of State (SoS) 

Project name: Tilbury Energy Centre 

Address/Location: Site of the former Tilbury B Power Station in Tilbury, Thurrock, 
south Essex.  

Planning Inspectorate 
Ref: EN010089 

Date(s) screening 
undertaken: 

First screening – 8 October 2018 following the Applicant’s 
request for a Scoping Opinion 

European Economic 
Area (EEA) States 
identified for 
notification: 

First screening: None identified  

 

FIRST TRANSBOUNDARY SCREENING  

Document(s) used for 
transboundary 
screening: 

Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Report – Tilbury 
Energy Centre, dated April 2018 (‘the Scoping Report’) 

 

Screening Criteria: 
The Inspectorate’s Comments: 

The review and comments made below are based upon 
information provided by the Applicant in the Scoping Report. 

Characteristics of the 
Development 

The Proposed Development broadly comprises the construction 
and operation of a Combined Cycle Gas Turbine (CCGT) power 
station, including gas fired peaking plant and energy storage 
facility, on the site of the former Tilbury B power station. The 
main elements of the Proposed Development include: 

• up to three CCGT generating units (in total up to 2500 
megawatts (MW) in capacity), including a stack for each 
generating unit of up to 95m in height; 

• peaking plant up to 299MW in capacity, comprised of Open 
Cycle Gas Turbine (OCGT) unit(s). Each OCGT would have 
a stack up to 45m in height; 

• energy storage/ batteries up to 100MW; 

• works associated with cooling water intake and outfall 
connections into the River Thames, including dredging;  

• works for electrical connection; 

• carbon capture readiness; 
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• combined heat and power capacity; 

• works for surface water network, foul water sewer and 
towns water connection; 

• works for landscaping; 

• approximately 3km gas pipeline; National Transmission 
System (NTS) spur gas pipeline, Above Ground Installation 
and gas reception facility; and 

• site establishment and temporary construction works (e.g. 
compounds, fencing and access works) and temporary 
structures including bridges/ box culverts. 

The Scoping Report presents two potential route options for the 
NTS gas pipeline, as illustrated on Figure 2 of the Scoping 
Report. The pipeline route options cross through rural land, 
which is predominantly utilised for agricultural purposes. 

A start date for construction and the duration of the works has 
not been specified in the Scoping Report. Construction may be 
undertaken on a phased basis.  

The operational lifespan of the Proposed Development is not 
specified, but the Scoping Report explains that the operational 
lifespan of a CCGT is typically 25 years. Once the Proposed 
Development has ceased generating, it would be 
decommissioned. 

The Scoping Report identifies the potential for the Proposed 
Development to produce pollution or nuisances from: 

• emissions to water, air and soil; 

• noise and vibration; and 

• traffic movements.  

The Scoping Report acknowledges that waste will be generated 
during construction and decommissioning of the Proposed 
Development but minimal volumes of waste would be produced 
during operation.  

Location of 
Development 
(including existing 
use) and Geographical 
area 

The application site is located in the south east of the borough 
of Thurrock, Essex. The application site extends around an 
existing jetty into the River Thames, which flows out into the 
Thames Estuary. The site location is illustrated on Figure 1 of 
the Scoping Report. 

Surrounding the site is an area of drained alluvial marshland. A 
former landfill site is located to the east of the application site, 
the River Thames is located to the south and industrial land 
uses located to the west, including Tilbury port and docks and a 
water recycling centre. The town of Tilbury is located to the 
north west.  

The Scoping Report does not identify the nearest EEA State to 
the Proposed Development. 

Environmental 
Importance 

The Scoping Report (Table 3) identifies the following European 
sites as being located within 10km of the Proposed 
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Development: 

• the Thames Estuary and Marshes Special Protection Area 
(SPA);  

• the Thames Estuary and Marshes Ramsar site; and 

• North Downs Woodlands Special Area of Conservation 
(SAC). 

The locations of these sites in relation to the Proposed 
Development are illustrated on Figure 12 of the Scoping Report. 

Table 3 of the Scoping Report identifies the Thames Estuary and 
Marshes SPA and Ramsar site (which include marine areas) as 
being located approximately 1.8km and 1.6km respectively from 
the “RWE ownership boundary”. However, the Proposed 
Development includes the proposed pipeline options that extend 
out towards the Thames Estuary and Marshes SPA and Ramsar 
site, with the southern pipeline route located immediately 
adjacent (as illustrated on Figure 12 of the Scoping Report). 

It is explained that fish species such as salmon and eel migrate 
through the Thames Estuary (paragraph 176 of the Scoping 
Report). The Scoping Report refers to wintering and breeding 
birds but does not state whether any qualifying features of the 
Thames Estuary and Marshes SPA and Ramsar site are 
migratory species. 

The North Downs Woodlands SAC is located inland, 
approximately 9.7km from the Proposed Development (Table 3 
of the Scoping Report). 

The Water Framework Directive (WFD) status of the water 
bodies in and around the application site has not been confirmed 
in the Scoping Report. It is stated that the assessment in the 
Environmental Statement would include consideration of effects 
in relation to the WFD. 

Potential impacts and 
Carrier 

The Scoping Report identifies UK European sites in proximity to 
the Proposed Development and explains that the Proposed 
Development could potentially have adverse impacts on these 
sites. 

The Scoping Report identifies the following potential impact 
pathways: 

• Emissions to air - dust and vehicle emissions during 
construction and emissions from operational activities; 

• Land and water (groundwater and rivers including 
changes to estuarine hydrodynamics); and  

• Disturbance/ displacement of protected species resulting 
from habitat loss, noise, vibration and emissions.  

The Inspectorate has also considered impacts to populations of 
migratory species associated with designated sites in other EEA 
States as a pathway for effects. The information currently 
provided (in the Applicant’s Scoping Report) indicates that while 
pathways could exist, the impacts that are anticipated to occur 

-3- 



 

would be unlikely to result in significant effects on the 
environment in other EEA States (Table 6 of the Scoping 
Report). 

Extent 

The Scoping Report explains that the Proposed Development 
does not extend into any area under the jurisdiction of another 
EEA State. The Applicant considers that there is no possibility 
that the Proposed Development would have a significant effect 
on the environment in another EEA State (paragraph 343 of the 
Scoping Report). 

Magnitude 
The Scoping Report has not identified any impacts which would 
be likely to significantly affect the environment in another EEA 
State. 

Probability  
The Scoping Report has not identified any impacts which would 
be likely to significantly affect the environment in another EEA 
State. 

Duration 
The Scoping Report has not identified any impacts which would 
be likely to significantly affect the environment in another EEA 
State. 

Frequency 
The Scoping Report has not identified any impacts which would 
be likely to significantly affect the environment in another EEA 
State. 

Reversibility 
The Scoping Report has not identified any impacts which would 
be likely to significantly affect the environment in another EEA 
State. 

Cumulative impacts 

Section 7.2.14 of the Scoping Report considers cumulative 
effects with other projects and lists other developments 
identified for inclusion in the assessment at this stage. The 
identified developments include other Nationally Significant 
Infrastructure Projects (Tilbury2 and the Lower Thames 
Crossing) and applications under the Town and Country Planning 
Act 1990.   

The Applicant’s cumulative effects assessment has not yet been 
undertaken and the Applicant has not identified any likely 
significant cumulative effects at this stage. 

Transboundary screening undertaken by the Inspectorate on behalf of the SoS 

Under Regulation 32 of The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
Regulations 2017 (the 2017 EIA Regulations) and on the basis of the current information 
available from the Applicant, the Inspectorate is of the view that the Proposed 
Development is not likely to have a significant effect on the environment in another EEA 
State.  

In reaching this view the Inspectorate has applied the precautionary approach (as 
explained in its Advice Note Twelve: Transboundary Impacts), and taken into account the 
information currently supplied by the Applicant.    

Action: No further action required at this stage. 
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Date: 8 October 2018 

Note: The SoS’ duty under Regulation 32 of the 2017 EIA Regulations continues 
throughout the application process. 

 

Note: 

The Inspectorate’s screening of transboundary issues is based on the relevant 
considerations specified in the Annex to its Advice Note Twelve, available on our website at 
http://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/legislation-and-advice/advice-notes/ 

-5- 

http://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/legislation-and-advice/advice-notes/

